
MEXICO’S HISTORY TIMELINE 
 

 
 

1821 1836 1848 1872 1942 1350 
Mexico won 
its 
independence 
from Spain. 

Texas won its 
independence 
from Mexico 
becoming a 
free 
territory. 

The US paid $15 
million for the land 
that is now California, 
Utah, Nevada and most 
of Arizona and New 
Mexico. 

Benito 
Juarez, 
the 
president 
died. 

Mexico 
joined 
World War 
II on the 
side of the 
Allies. 

Aztec Indians 
ruled Central 
Mexico. Their 
capital, 
Tenochtitlan 
was founded. 

1519 1824 1846 1864 1934 1980 
Herman 
Cortes of 
Spain 
conquered 
the Aztecs in 
less than 2 
years. 

Mexico became 
a republic 
forming a two 
house Congress 
and electing a 
president. 

Mexico went 
to war with 
the US 
because of a 
dispute over 
land and 
territory. 

A monarchy 
type of 
government 
was 
established. 

Lazro Cardenas 
established the 
Institutional 
Revolutionary 
party which 
stayed in power 
until 2000. 

The 
Mexican 
economy 
took a big 
hit, poverty 
increased a 
lot. 

 
 



1. Who paid the Mexicans for California, Utah, Nevada, and most of Arizona and New Mexico? 
In what year did they get paid? 

Name:            Date:  

Mexico’s History Timeline Questions 

 
 

 
Answer the following questions using the timeline. 
 

 
 
2. How much money was Mexico paid for these areas? 

 
 

3. What happened in 1846? 
 

 
4. In 2000, who became the president? 
 
 
5. Who ruled Central Mexico in the 1300s? 

6. Which important person died in 1872? 
 
 

 
 


